a little tiiin. I can appreciate your anxiety to avoid further
encounters with the Commissaire. I am also in complete
agreement with you concerning the undesirability of pro-
longing the present situation. I have, accordingly, made
out your bill. Please do not interpret this as an act of
mercy on my part. My own personal inclination is to hand
you straight over to the police; or at any rate to tell you
to clear out within an hour. My wife, however, is of the
opinion that either of those courses would arouse still
further comment among our guests. She is a more practical
person than I am. I bow to her decision. You will leave
the Reserve early tomorrow morning. Whether or not I
then inform the police depends on your behaviour during
the brief time you remain here, I shall expect you to
inform the other guests that your complaint was un-
founded, that you had merely mislaid the articles and
that the damage to your suitcase was caused by your own
carelessness in using the wrong key and jamming the
locks. I have no doubt that you will be able to make your
story convincing enough for inexperienced ears. It is
understood?'

I did the best I could with the few shreds of self-
possession that were left to me. CI understand perfectly,
Monsieur. I had, in any case, no intention of staying here
after your fantastic impertinence.'

'Good! Here is your bill.'

I studied the bill ostentatiously for mistakes. It was a
childish thing to do, but by this time I felt childish. He
waited in silence. There were no mistakes. I had only
just enough money. He took it with an air that told me
that he had not expected to be paid in full.

While he was making out the receipt I stared blankly
at an Istalia Cosulich Line sailing list pinned to the wall
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